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DIGITALEUROPE	welcomes	the	European	Parliament	
vote	on	the	European	Accessibility	Act	and	calls	for	a	

final	future-proof	result	
Brussels,	14	September	2017	

	
 

People	with	disabilities	represent	at	least	16	%	of	the	overall	EU	working	age	population.	More	than	45	
million	people	in	Europe,	one	in	six,	aged	between	16	and	64	have	a	long-standing	health	problem	or	
disability,	while	the	proportion	of	older	people	is	increasing	at	a	faster	rate	than	any	other	age	group.	
		
The	digital	 industry	 is	keenly	aware	of	 their	great	 responsibility	 to	make	their	products	and	services	
accessible	to	as	many	people	as	possible.	Better	accessibility	of	products	and	services	also	means	more	
opportunities,	 respectively	 for	 fostering	 innovation,	 leveraging	 new	 markets	 and	 shaping	 a	 more	
inclusive	digital	society.	
		
Cecilia	Bonefeld-Dahl,	Director-General	of	DIGITALEUROPE,	said	“Today’s	European	Parliament	vote	is	
a	 very	 first	 step	 in	 the	 right	direction,	 introducing	pragmatic	 changes	 to	 the	obligations	 imposed	on	
economic	operators.	It	is	good	news	to	move	away	from	the	unsuitable	CE	marking	framework.	However,	
it	 is	 disappointing	 that	 the	 Parliament	 has	 failed	 to	 introduce	 the	 horizontal,	 functional	 accessibility	
requirements	that	would	really	make	the	legislation	future-proof.”	
		
“We	 hope	 the	Member	 States	 will	 take	 this	 approach	 in	 their	 negotiations,	 allowing	 the	 necessary	
flexibility	in	the	design	choices	of	accessibility	features	and	legal	certainty	when	operating	in	the	single	
market”,	she	added.	
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For	more	information	please	contact:		
Lionel	Sola,	Director	of	Communications	and	Political	Outreach	
+32	492	25	84	32	or	lionel.sola@digitaleurope.org	
	
Annika	Eberstein,	Policy	Manager		
+32	492	73	07	32	or	annika.eberstein@digitaleurope.org	
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ABOUT	DIGITALEUROPE		
DIGITALEUROPE	represents	the	digital	technology	industry	in	Europe.	Our	members	include	some	of	the	world's	largest	IT,	
telecoms	and	consumer	electronics	companies	and	national	associations	from	every	part	of	Europe.	DIGITALEUROPE	wants	
European	businesses	and	citizens	to	benefit	fully	from	digital	technologies	and	for	Europe	to	grow,	attract	and	sustain	the	
world's	 best	 digital	 technology	 companies.	 DIGITALEUROPE	 ensures	 industry	 participation	 in	 the	 development	 and	
implementation	of	EU	policies.	

DIGITALEUROPE’s	members	include	in	total	25,000	ICT	Companies	in	Europe	represented	by	61	corporate	members	and	37	
national	trade	associations	from	across	Europe.	Our	website	provides	further	information	on	our	recent	news	and	activities:	
http://www.digitaleurope.org			

	

DIGITALEUROPE	MEMBERSHIP	
Corporate	Members		

Adobe,	 Airbus,	 Amazon,	 AMD,	 Apple,	 BlackBerry,	 Bose,	 Brother,	 CA	 Technologies,	 Canon,	 Cisco,	 Dell,	 Dropbox,	 Epson,	
Ericsson,	 Fujitsu,	 Google,	 Hewlett	 Packard	 Enterprise,	 Hitachi,	 HP	 Inc.,	 Huawei,	 IBM,	 Intel,	 JVC	 Kenwood	Group,	 Konica	
Minolta,	 Kyocera,	 Lenovo,	 Lexmark,	 LG	 Electronics,	 Loewe,	 Microsoft,	 Mitsubishi	 Electric	 Europe,	 Motorola	 Solutions,		
MSD	Europe	Inc.,	NEC,	Nokia,	Nvidia	Ltd.,	Océ,	Oki,	Oracle,	Panasonic	Europe,	Philips,	Pioneer,	Qualcomm,	Ricoh	Europe	PLC,	
Samsung,	 SAP,	 SAS,	 Schneider	 Electric,	 Sharp	 Electronics,	 Siemens,	 Sony,	 Swatch	 Group,	 Tata	 Consultancy	 Services,	
Technicolor,	Texas	Instruments,	Toshiba,	TP	Vision,	VMware,	Western	Digital,	Xerox,	Zebra	Technologies.	

National	Trade	Associations		

Austria:	IOÖ	
Belarus:	INFOPARK	
Belgium:	AGORIA	
Bulgaria:	BAIT	
Cyprus:	CITEA	
Denmark:	DI	Digital,	IT-BRANCHEN	
Estonia:	ITL	
Finland:	TIF	
France:	AFNUM,	Force	Numérique,	
Tech	in	France		

Germany:	BITKOM,	ZVEI	
Greece:	SEPE	
Hungary:	IVSZ	
Ireland:	TECHNOLOGY	IRELAND	
Italy:	ANITEC	
Lithuania:	INFOBALT	
Netherlands:	Nederland	ICT,	FIAR		
Poland:	KIGEIT,	PIIT,	ZIPSEE	
Portugal:	AGEFE	
Romania:	ANIS,	APDETIC	

Slovakia:	ITAS	
Slovenia:	GZS	
Spain:	AMETIC	
Sweden:	Foreningen	
Teknikföretagen	i	Sverige,	
IT&Telekomföretagen	
Switzerland:	SWICO	
Turkey:	Digital	Turkey	Platform,	ECID	
Ukraine:	IT	UKRAINE	
United	Kingdom:	techUK			

	


